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Remarque, Erich Maria Spark Life 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. Jan. 28, 1952. 365p. $3.75. 


Erich Maria Remarque first broke upon literary horizons 
twenty-three years ago with All Quiet the Western 
Front, book that laid bare all the quivering nerve 
centers the first World War. The appearance 
Spark Life makes the years between seem wasted 
indeed with The Arch Triumph and The Road 
Back. For, once more, Remarque has found that area 
which his talent can develop story heroic pro- 
portions. The Spark Life cannot properly called 
novel the contemporary sense for there mo- 
tion forward the part the characters involved 
his piece. Rather, theirs the task waiting five, 
ten, twelve years until events move forward and over- 
take them. More than this, because Spark Life 
more concerned with mankind than with men, can- 
not accurately said that there are characters rather 
than types moving through the book. The story 
sembling men that they exist with 
concentration camp Germany. The camp, Mellern 
name, not known extermination camp like 
Dachau the notorious Buchenwald. Its inmates, 
while they are destined for death, are not doomed 
murdered but only neglected and tortured and 
left die because they are able longer live. 


One circle men the camp manages hold out 
against every danger. These men are called the “Vet- 
erans” and driven the “Spark Life” they learn 
how co-operate order prolong their lives. 
the book concerned with race race between 
disillusionment and despair, starvation sickness 
the one hand and the adamantine hope and ad- 
vancing Americans the other. Some the Veterans 
die; the majority manage hang until the distant 
dropping bombs transformed into the nearer 
drumming Allied artillery and rumors 
muted into Allied tanks butting their way along the 
German roadways. Number 509, the central figure, 
unfortunately dies, almost the end the struggle, 
but somehow the spark within him passed back 
the others that they may hold out for freedom. The 
very manner which Remarque gives his main char- 
acter number rather than mentions the 
name only twice the entire book testimony 
his uncanny ability neglect nothing creating the 
impression humanity brutalized, impersonalized 
almost immaterialized the forces totalitarianism. 
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Yet, Spark Life there soapbox malediction, 
Fourth July oratory, but rather tragic picture 
what has been and what may well again. There 
prescience the same unleashed horror Com- 
munism not realized the logical heir Nazism. 
Indeed, the hope survival the human spirit 
rather weakened the apparent inevitability the 
dominance Communism. 


This not book cheer the reader but rather 
book frighten him. The images that Remarque uses 
men’s ashes being used fertilize flower beds, 
masses men crawling like blind maggots the 
ground, dead men forced line for roll-call, all 


these together are frightful that they well-nigh 
make invisible the spark life that the book holds 
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forth hope. may not enjoyed, this 
book read and remembered. 


William Noé Field, 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


LITERARY GUILD—MARCH SELECTION 


Maurier, Daphne Cousin Rachel 
Doubleday. Feb. 11, 1952. 348p. $3.50. 


Daphne Maurier old master sleight hand, 
and Cousin Rachel shows off her talent for mass 
hypnosis advantage. All the outworn tricks the 
trade are used charm her readers—an alluring, baf- 
fling woman with the suggestion unhappy past; 
the naive courtier; jealousy; hatred dissolving into love; 
obvious villain; scraps accusing letters fluttering 
from the pages dusty book; and poetic justice 
ending. Though the story may just cut above the 
dime novel, it’s one those magnetic escape tales that 
will keep most comers mesmerized until they have 
learned Rachel’s secret. 


The time perhaps hundred years ago, the site 
estate Cornwall, inspired the author’s own coun- 
try house. One the landed gentry, Ambrose Ashley, 
had raised his cousin from infant, naming the boy 
his heir after the death the youngster’s parents. 
Now Philip was still worshipful youth, loose 
ends the big house while Ambrose sought the warmer 
Mediterranean water for his health. 


His letters from Italy, chatty and full his interest 
foreign gardens, began make consistent mention 
distant relative, the Countess Sangalletti, widowed 
and living her villa Florence. She had been kind 
him and depended his advice financial matters, 
noted. Then, just Philip looked for his return, 
Ambrose sent word his marriage. 


After that the messages were fewer, ending altogether 
with incoherent news about violent illness, terrifying 
hints change Rachel’s manner, and urgent 
plea for Philip hasten him without delay. 


Ambrose was dead three weeks and the villa closed 
the time Philip reached Florence. vowing 
revenge the woman who had usurped him, 
headed for England again, where his godfather Nick 
Kendall informed him would soon rich man. 
Ambrose had neglected sign the codicil his will, 
providing for his wife; his 25th birthday Philip 
would sole master the estate. 


this was the first taste his revenge; but was 
weapon against Rachel’s charm. When she arrived 
the manor restore the possessions her husband had 
left Florence, Philip was deceived Ambrose had 
been earlier. Installing her mistress the estate, 
allowed her generous drawing account and eventu- 
ally proposed marriage. infatuation won him only 
the crumbs sordid iove affair, Rachel’s scorn and 
very near the same fate 


not difficult imagine Hollywood bidding for this 
Literary Guild selection. The situations and the solu- 
tion lend themselves tense Class screen thriller. 


Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, 
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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—FEBRUARY 
SELECTION 


Rooke, Daphne Mittee 
Houghton, Mifflin. Feb. 1952. 312p. $3.00. 

This tale South Africa, just before the outbreak 
the Boer War, highly colored, thickly plotted story- 
telling which most the violent incidents possible 
between man and woman, man and man, and woman 
and woman, occur. Many changes are rung familiar 
themes—black-and-white relations, infidelity and abor- 
tion, cruelty, rape and murder, desertion and all’s-well- 
lost-for-love. spite which, there are times 
sensitivity and naturalness, feel for the landscape, 
and skill with words, which carry the reader along 
looking expectantly for the next shimmering phrase. 


Told girl, the story concerns the 
coloured Selina and her attractive, energetic and am- 
bitious mistress, Mittee, with whom she 
from childhood. Both love the same man, aristocratic, 
passionate, violent Paul Plessis, who after affair 
with Selina murders the latter’s father and later kills 
her fiancé for fear discovery, marries Mittee and 
smothers their crippled child. After Kaffir uprising, 
handsome English missionary rescues Mittee and 
takes her back England with him, while Selina and 
the gentle husband she has meantime acquired even 
the score with Paul. 


The characters are rather too sharply drawn and lack 
credibility. Selina, for example, tells the story with 
too-practiced art for the underprivileged person she 
said be. Paul not just pitifully egotistic indi- 
vidual, but fiend. Letty, Mittee’s sister-in-law, 
spitefulness personified. Nor are the believable inci- 
dents always sufficiently motivated. None which 
will probably interfere with the novel’s enjoyment 


rental library patrons. 
Helen Butler, 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


CATHOLIC LITERARY FOUNDATION— 
JANUARY SELECTION 


Breig, Joseph The Devil You Say 
Bruce. Jan. 24, 1952. 127p. $2.50. 


Just ten years ago, after initial serialization The 
Guardian, The Screwtape Letters first appeared book 
form. The critical response was enthusiastic and led 
eventually translation the work into least ten 
languages. Despite the fact that its general orthodoxy 
brought Catholic reviewers into the admiring circle, 
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$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 
separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1952, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 
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The End the Affair 
The Swimming Pool (I) 
Winds Morning 
Himalayan Assignment (IIb) 


Wellman 
Greene 
Rinehart 
Davis 
Mason 


The New Yorker 25th Anniversary 
Album 

The Sea Around 

Closing the Ring (Ila) 

Strange Lands and Friendly 
People 

Dance the Piper 


Carson 
Churchill 


Douglas 


Mille Jan. 


however, the book’s ingenious device revealing the 
workings the devil among men through correspond- 
ence from His Infernal Excellency Screwtape the 
nether regions his assistant Wormwood earth 
was never adapted apologist specifically Cath- 
olic doctrines viewpoints. Joseph Breig has seen 
this opportunity and developed The Devil You 
Say. 

Mr. Breig’s satirical fantasy, though, much more than 
commemorative imitation the Lewis proto- 
type. has complete originality content, conceives 
its characters with independence and complexity, and 
shows freshness style and humor that are distinctly 
Mr. Breig’s own. the basic plan modified: 
instead one-way correspondence, are given 
elaborate exchange reports and comments among the 
top officials the Home Office, regional commands, 
and the impish minions the field. 


fundamental difference objective can also dis- 
cerned the satire the two authors. Lewis, content 
remain largely intellectual realm, tries show 
that modern religious and philosophic thinking more 
emotional than rational; thus hopes once invite 
the non-Christian make intelligent appraisal 
his creed and reassure the Christian that his un- 
certainities are common human experience devilishly 
inspired. Though Grudge, Slugg, Spleen, and Breig’s 
many other devils likewise realize the need “keep 
people from thinking”, they are much more militant 
than Wormwood current affairs; thus Breig’s purpose 
become more specific and concrete. gets down 
brass tacks and shows the spiritual subversion such 
contemporary movements Planned Parenthood Fed- 
erations, Euthanasia Societies, Marxism, and the like. 


Many top-secret techniques are revealed this glimpse 
the inner workings hell: fomenting husband-wife 
quarrels; stirring people into pride over their humility; 
convincing men that they are not sinning but merely 
“defying outmoded conventions”; never inviting aid for 
good person letting him become underdog 
serious mistake made Gumbeat’s handling the 
tortured China); utilization racial and re- 
ligious prejudices; divisive and distorted use such 
terms “un-American”, “undemocratic”, and 
tion church and state”. One the more enjoyable 


Maynard 233 


cases—with some local Ohio touches—is Shopbull’s 
infiltration into school board ban children re- 
ligious schools from riding public-school That 
draws severe Twistext when public 
opinion, always susceptible child’s tears, defeats 
the whole effort. Many other problems make the job 
successfully tempting man into sin constant risk 
official censure and recall for reconditioning the 
event failure: That Woman, with her maternal ad- 
vantage, newly active Fatima; Father Peyton’s in- 
vasion television and radio; Cardinal Mindzenty’s 
stubbornness; Alcoholics Anonymous, name few. 


all good fun, written serio-comic vein, but 
has deadly serious purpose. aims make people 
see clearly and frankly how honesty, charity, true 
Americanism, personal sanctity, and the ten 
ments bear the activities everyday life. Teaching 
could not more pointed, practical, pleasantly 
conveyed; and with varying appreciation some 
the subtleties involved, all readers above 
juvenile level will find both profit and enjoyment 


the book. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 


Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Maynard, Theodore 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. 


Saints for Our Times 
Jan. 31, 1952. 296p. $3.50. 


Theodore Maynard rapidly becoming the outstanding 
hagiographer among the Catholics the United States, 
least far popular presentation the lives 
the saints concerned. The present volume this 
subject contains short biographies persons who 
have been canonized. There are men: Francis 
Assisi, Antony Padua, Thomas Aquinas, Thomas 
More, Ignatius Loyola, Philip Neri, Francis Sales, 
Vincent Paul, Isaac Jogues, the Cure Ars, and 
John Bosco. The women are Elizabeth Hungary, 
Catherine Siena, Joan Arc, Rose Lima, Berna- 
dette, Mother Cabrini, and St. Therese, the Little 
Flower. 


the preface informs that these men and women 
were chosen because their careers contain lessons from 
which the people our generation can derive much 
profit. For this reason eliminated the saints the 
early Church who lived the desert, because their 
form piety hardly applicable the present time. 
But does not explain why has passed over the 
saints this same period who were not hermits. Surely 
the lives these men, who faced and overcame the 
tyranny the pagan rulers Rome and the barbarian 
tribes from across the Rhine, would provide much en- 
couragement and inspiration the present time when 
the Church being challenged the tyranny and 
barbarism Communism. 


Some historians will doubtless feel that 
anced selection could have been made 
saints, who lived during the period covered this 
book, the twelfth the twentieth century. Certainly 
difficult see how St. Theresa Avila, who has 
exercised such tremendous influence the history 
asceticism, has been overlooked. But still the 
whole his list the saints truly representative one. 
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234 Murphy Smith Davies 


Some were exponents the active life and some 
the contemplative. There marked contrast between 
the character Catherine Siena, and that the 
Little Flower, the work St. Thomas Aquinas dif- 
fered radically from that Isaac Jogues. Yet all 
them their own way reached the heights sanctity 
their love God and their neighbor. The chron- 
ological order, which these miniature lives the 
saints are arranged, also makes vividly aware the 
unbroken continuity holiness the Catholic Church 
during the past 800 years. 


Holiness not only mark Christ’s true Church, 


also the finest flower Christianity. these men 
and women see what divine grace can accomplish 
when human nature places obstacles the way. 
Any book, therefore, which reminds our obliga- 
tions “fellow-citizens with the saints” well worth 
reading. But Maynard’s work deserves special praise 
because his facile and readable style, his skill sum- 
marizing the main events saint’s career within the 
few pages alloted him, and for pointing out prac- 
tical lessons from the lives these men and women, 
who are truly “Saints for Our Times”. 

Rev. Stephen McKenna, 

The Church the Immaculate 

Conception, 
New York, New York 


Murphy, Edward 
Doubleday. Jan. 17, 1952. 316p. $3.50. 


“Be all things all men” was the wise advice St. 
Paul the early Christian missionaries. That advice 


Yankee Priest 


finds colorful realization the life the author 
New Orleans, from the poor Irish New England 
the status adviser university, confidante the 
sophisticates Broadway and Hollywood, and pastor 
poor mission for the Negroes the theme this 


rich life. Filled with lights and shadows, successes 
and failures, the autobiography bright reflection 
the passing scene. 


One eight children Irish laborer, his childhood 
was poor terms coin but rich terms affection 
and human happiness. The author successfully mirrors 
the warm family life the immigrant Irish struggling 
against poverty, ignorance and local prejudice. The 
simple joy Saturday night supper Boston baked 
beans made live again. The family crises shared 
all are spelled out terms that make the dynamics 
the family intelligible. While social analysis never 
prime theme the book, the observations the 
Irish-Yankee problem and the white-colored problem 
are intelligent, incisive and revealing. 


Inspired older brother who had gone off the 
seminary, Edward joined the Josephites, priests pledged 
missionary work among the Negroes. the semi- 
nary began write earn money help out 
home. His most recent book, Scarlet Lily, broke the 
150,000 mark. Ordained 1918 went Cath- 
olic University earn doctorate Philosophy. 
taught short time the Josephite Seminary. Finally 
was sent off New Orleans adviser and 
teacher Xavier University and_ pastor Negro 


Best SELLERS 


parish. has done his most important work 
and lived most his life. this spot has met and 
influenced the great and not great. From this spot 
wielded potent influence for the cause the 
Negro and for Christ. 


The book well written and interesting reading, 
There room for debate about the relative importance 
some events, the importance judged from the 
amount space given the tale. However, the net 
result good. The cause the Negro effectively 
presented. The reviewer regrets that the talents the 
author were not let loose effort describe and 
make intelligible the spiritual maturation and motiva- 
tion the priest. Undoubtedly modesty and humility 
ruled that out. Yet meeds done for the vast 
cross section the American world which intensely 
interested “what makes Father tick”. The book will 
have special appeal older folks who will remember 
many the persons and events described. should 
please almost everyone. 
James Redding, 


Boston, Massachusets 


Smith, Robert Paul The Time and the Place 
Simon Schuster. Jan. 28, 1952. 245p. $3.00. 


Three months after joining the Chelsea 
lishing firm Paul Marrane was being heralded the 
bright, young man for suggesting new book club—for 
people who read books. “The Book-of-Any-Month 
Club,” jokingly referred his sudden brainstorm 
showed the prospectus the editors. But the 
gag paid off and Paul was his way. Thus fortune 
touched the energetic, newly married youngster who 
had come New York, lived the life the Village, 
and sought eke out livelihood from assorted jobs. 


But all this was fiften years ago. Now, thirty- 
nine, the father two children, owner suburban 
home, and successful job which likes, Paul 
suddenly feels that getting old. Seeking re- 
cover the lost gayety, carefreeness and uncertainty 
his younger days, finds his quest the passionate 
companionship girl many years his junior. This 
it. This the time and the place. 


Since this not the first Paul’s extra-marital affairs 
there’s need conjecture where will end. Nor 
care. our pity extend him and, above 
all, his portrayer who tries pass off this sordid 
volume realistic writing. There isn’t one decent, 
self-respecting character even remotely presented. The 
language vile and abominable. This reviewer num- 
bered almost one-third the pages for some form 
profanity, vulgarity, offensive reference 
tion. Some call economy words. Let’s chalk 


filth. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Davies, Rhys 
Doubleday. Jan. 25, 1952. 288p. $3.00. 


Marianne, Rhys Davies, the story Barbara and 
Marianne Treharne, twin daughters Welsh family 


Marianne 


moc 
family 
pregna 
become 
sympat 
how 
the 
her 


Immed 
reveals 
hatred 

avenge 
finding 
after 

down 


Immed 
deliber: 
makes 
one 
band. 

man’s 
that 
Shortly 


After 
sible, 
her nei 
has 
the 
Roberts 


Now 
herself. 
destroy: 
over 
This 
written 
passion 
the 
band 
much 
love 
expiatio 
for her 
whole 


The box 


Marshz 


Prentice. 


seem 
forever, 
reading 
such 
Hadden 
set her 
has bee: 


pub- 
the 
—for 
the 
rtune 
who 
llage, 
jobs. 
hirty- 
irban 
Paul 


This 


Nor 
ordid 
cent, 

The 
num- 


15, 1952 


moderate circumstances. Barbara the staid and 
clever one; Marianne somewhat wild and flighty. 
family crisis precipitated when Marianne becomes 
pregnant and refuses name the father. Her mother 
becomes social recluse, her father, though somewhat 
sympathetic toward his erring daughter, does not know 
how penetrate her armor indifference. Barbara 
the one who, through her almost fanatic devotedness 
her sister, suffers most for her and tries help her. 


Immediately after the birth son, Marianne, dying, 
reveals her sister the name her lover, Geoffrey 
Roberts. Barbara becomes possessed one passion- 
hatred for her twin’s seducer and fierce desire 
avenge her death. determined search results her 
finding him. She loses time marrying him and 
after brief honeymoon France the newlyweds settle 
down their new home. 


Immediately Barbara begins have her revenge. She 
deliberately leads him financial ruin; she encourages 
him drink; she denies him his marital rights and 
makes secret how she holds him contempt. 
one bitter scene after another Barbara shatters her hus- 
band. The reader sees the total disintegration 
man’s pride and self-respect. Life becomes impossible 
that house filled with hatred and Geoffrey leaves. 
Shortly thereafter dies. 


After his death, for which Barbara morally respon- 
sible, she returns her parent’s home. through 
her neighbor that she learns the horrible mistake she 
has made. She has wrought her terrible vengeance 
the wrong man. Not Geoffrey, but another man Jeffrey 
Roberts the child’s father. 


Now Barbara feels immense loathing and contempt for 
herself. She comes realize that hate has way 
destroying the hater. effort make some sort 
expiation she arranges have the boy Joseph handed 
over his father. 
This book abounds with scenes that are compellingly 
written but there are such undertones hatred and 
passion that the ordinary reader filled with horror 
the cruelty one human being shows for another. The 
cold-blooded way which Barbara destroys her hus- 
band not pleasant read about. One cannot feel 
much sympathy for Barbara nor admire the distorted 
love she had for her sister. Even her attempt 
expiation giving Joseph she shows consideration 
for her parents who had come love the chuld. The 
whole story sordid and depressing. 


The book recommended for adults only. 


Rose Belvedere, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Marshall, Rosamund Jane Hadden 
Prentice-Hall. Jan. 28, 1952. 278p. $3.00. 


seems that Amber and her imitations may 
forever, anyway long large proportion the 
public avidly seize upon lusty romantic novels 
such Kitty, Duchess Hotspur and this latest, Jane 
Hadden Rosamund Marshall. The recipe tairly 
standard. Take one beautiful teen-age foundling and 
set her down London’s streets, circa 1800, after she 
has been raped and forced out her childhood home. 


Marshall Huston 235 


Her flamboyant beauty, talent and determination open 
many doors. After the usual vicissitudes amid poverty, 
Cinderella’s rags turn riches and all London 
society lies her feet, including several handsome, 
wealthy and titled suitors. But, alas, along her ad- 
venturous ascent, our heroine’s heart has been given 
the wrong man. 


Sprinkle plenty spice the form barroom 
brawls, vivid seduction scenes and earthy vulgarisms. 
Stir few notables such Jeremy Bentham, Boswell 
and Johnson. Bake this hodge-podge torrid oven 
thinly insulated with historical color. beautiful and 
lasting confection called “Love Triumphant” sup- 
posed result. 


Miss Marshall, chef Jane Hadden, shapes her prin- 
cipal characters, Jane and her dashing lover Capper 
Castain, into popular novelists the day. They argue 
with publishers, write feverishly against deadlines and 
the wolf the door, and endure prison sentences for 
libel and unpaid debts, but attain ultimate financial 
and artistic success. Fortunately those who not 
wish offend their tastes and senses will warned 
the suggestive jacket that this trash will prove in- 


edible. 
Kathleen 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Huston, McCready The Prodigal Brother 
Lippincott. Jan. 1952. 247p. $3.00. 


not likely that this novel will make great stir; 
pitched too low key, and lacks almost all the 
ingredients that startle the reading public today. But 
does have one startling thing about it: not all 
religious novel, and yet comes down heavily the 
side morality and the spiritual life. not written 
Catholic, would appear; but the type 
novel that Catholics ought writing. 

The scene laid and around fashionable Philadel- 
phia. relate all the various fallings and out 
love between Roger, the handsome, charming “prodigal” 
Lawrence Kinlock; Sara, Roger’s divorced 
wife; Leora Brackett, niece Lawrence’s wife, Becky, 
and her husband, Keith; and Trudi, D.P., would 
difficult and tedious. What important the study 
the unconscious influence exerted everyone 
Leora, the only one the group whom religion 
means anything. Leora’s unwavering conviction that 
marriage “for keeps” what affects everybody 
extraordinary degree. The title the book may refer 
Roger, and practically everything seen through 
his eyes; but Leora the dominating character. 
the verge being deserted and divorced her cal- 
lously selfish husband for the sake the fascinating 
Trudi, she neither asks for nor accepts pity; but de- 
clares “if accept and willing suffer for what 
taught right, shall given grace bear it”. 


Roger, who himself half love with Trudi, 
that she says this; and repeats Trudi. The 
word “grace” awakens Trudi, the lapsed Catholic, 
all that she once knew about grace, strength and peace; 
and she takes herself out the lives all these people, 
saying that she must “bow the same force that con- 
trols Leora”. moment fraught with tremendous 
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implications when this born Catholic who “not 
good standing”, she puts it, acknowledges humbly 
the nobility and the Christianity the non-Catholic 
girl. 

The book also intended satire—merciless, but 
doubt necessary—on the new religion humani- 
tarianism. All the characters are good, and they ar- 
dently work for the relief suffering 
humanity. The author does not quite get the point 
saying that they are neglecting the first and greatest 
commandment; but does state uncertain terms 
that their preoccupation with the D.P.’s material 
welfare they are neglecting spiritual values and spiritual 
understanding; and nice contrast drawn between 
them with their multitudinous Committees and Reso- 
lutions, and Leora, the truly spiritual character, and 
her simple dependence the Law God. 


The writing uneven, times delightfully witty and 
times heavy and amateurish. The construction 
not flawless: too obvious device make the 
“prodigal” Roger reality much more sensitive and 
spiritually perceptive than the successful and contemp- 
tuous Lawrence; and perhaps legitimate criticism 
say that everything straightened out rather too 
glibly the end. But much may forgiven, since 
Leora not made out the most brilliant and 
fascinating character the book, but simply young 
woman great integrity mind, trying live 
her beliefs and depending strength outside 
herself. 

Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville Coilege the 

Sacred Heart, 
New York 27, New York 


Coleman, Lonnie Clara 
Dutton. Jan. 14, 1952. 285p. $3.00. 

state the best first, this novel most fluently and 
intelligently written, and the character-drawing 
cellent. only for the most adult reader. This 
breathless first-person narrative childish, little 
educated Southern girl’s marriage complex man 
who half brutal, half longing for tenderness and 
understanding. Lilian, the young wife Carl Sayre, 
revolted her husband’s bestiality; yet she loves 
him, and longs for honor and dignity their relation- 
ship; above all, she longs for child heart 
broken when she learns that Clara, the negro servant, 
has been Carl’s mistress and has had child him. 
the scene which follows this discovery, she learns 
that Carl had come hate Lilian for “prudishness” 
and that saw her reflection the mother whose 
ill-advised repressions had warped his character. The 
book, which covers the period from 1920 1950, 
shows the maturing Lilian’s character, and the love 
and the toleration displayed many the char- 
acters. 


Especially interesting the relationship between Lilian 
and Clara; and the end, Lilian comes recognize 
how fast bound her life with that the woman 
she had once hated bitterly. 


However, unfortunate that number the inci- 
dents and the language which they are described 


Coleman Kieffer 
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beyond the limits decency. Otherwise one would 
say that there much warmth and humanity here, 
but is, can only recommended with extreme 
caution. 

Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville College the 

Sacred Heart, 
New York 27, New York 


Kieffer, John Realities World Power 
McKay. Jan. 25, 1952. 336p. $4.00. 


you wish have contrast your reading, you 
might read some the later sections the second 
volume (Bantam Edition) Roosevelt and Hopkins 
Robert Sherwood and then you might compare 
Sherwood’s material with that given Kieffer the 
volume being reviewed. Hopkins, after having partici- 
pated the Yalta Conference January, 1945, made 
the following comments among others, concerning the 
Russians: “We find the Russians individuals easy 
deal with. The Russians undoubtedly like the 
can people. They like the United States, They trust 
the United States more than they trust any power 
the world. believe they not only have wish 
fight with us, but are determined take their place 
world affairs international organization, and above 
all, they want maintain friendly relations with us.... 
The Russians proved that they could reasonable 
farseeing and there wasn’t any doubt the mind 
the president any that could live with 
them and get along with them peacefully for far 
into the future any could imagine.” (p. 575 


and 516) 


contrast that attitude John Kieffer writes 
follows: “Remember, not the destruction France 
that the primary objective Russia; not the humbling 
Great Britain that dominates her thinking; not the 
fight for suzerainty over Asia, but the defeat and 
struction you—the United States America! Does 
that send chill down your It’s 
not question crushing France, occupying Britain, 
bombing London erasing Paris. question 
bombing New York, Chicago, Cleveland, Saint Louis, 
Denver and San Francisco. question Russian- 
controlled troops Pennsylvania, Louisiana, Texas, 
Ohio, Wyoming and Oregon. That the danger 
face these years confusion and impotence. 
We’re victim number one, target for tonight, tomorrow 
and into the years until conquer capitulate.” 


(pp. 111-112, passim) 


Kieffer considers World War III between the United 
States and Russia definitely inevitable. The sweet- 
ness and light that Harry Hopkins associated with 
Stalin and the Russians are nowhere evidence 
American foreign policy. believes that the Russians 
have adopted and supplemented the geopolitics a:so- 
ciated with the institute founded General 
Munich following World War convinced 
that the Russians are determined nothing less than 
communistic world. believes that the non-Russian 
world must unite survive. stresses the 
importance Spain any campaign aimed the 
Russia. visualizes air attack 
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launched Russia from airfields England, Spain 
and North Africa. willing accept Russian 
domination much Eastern Europe and China. 
believes, however, that the free world may able 
keep Russia out the Mediterranean, out Turkey, 
Iraq, India, Burma, Siam, the Philippines and Japan. 
believes may necessary pursue this policy 
containment against Russia for indefinite period. 
fears that Russia may strike any time that suits 
her convenience and believes that only constant 
preparation for war the part the non-Russian 
world will give any assurance all survival. 
Kieffer not sure that are going survive. 
argues that our indifference danger may make im- 
believes nothing but naked farce. His book may 
disturb you but more than likely that nearer 
the realities world politics than the idiocies circu- 
lated Hopkins, who often reflected, did not 
actually direct, the thinking President Roosevelt. 
probably are actually much less danger de- 
struction 1952 than were 1945. Conditions 
may getting better instead worse. anyone hap- 
pens interested his own survival free man, 
apt find this book essential his planning for 


the future. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


* * * 


Scholes, Arthur 
Fourteen Men: The Story the Antarctic 
Expedition Heard Island 

Dutton. Feb. 15, 1952. 314p. $4.50. 

Explorers have not been much the headlines 

recent years, and many Americans will surprised 

learn the Australian National Antarctic Expedition 
1947-1949. There was such expedition, however, 
and this the record the experiences one its 
groups, fourteen young men who lived for fifteen 
months island the Antartic Ocean. Arthur 

Scholes, Sydney rewspaperman who has given 

this book, was one the fourteen. 


Heard Island, the the group, lies 4500 
miles Bombay, and surely one the least 
known and least inviting places earth; some atlases 
not even mention it. The expedition ship had 
fight 2500 miles mountainous merely ap- 
proach the island, and then was almost lost the 
shoals Much the coast was useless, with 
cliffs and sheer glacial walls falling down the 
water, but landing was finally made, huts were built 
and supplies stored. When the mother-ship left, the 
men found themselves sealed-off from the rest man- 
kind, except for radio communication. 


They were not the first men set foot the island. 
had been visited several times before seal-hunters 
and twice, briefly, scientific parties, but little 
value had been learned. For the Australians, there- 
fore, was largely territory; they reaped scien- 
tific 


Animal life the islend was thriving, though special- 
ied. There were several breeds penguins, including 


Scholes Chavchavadze 


the three-foot king penguins; clouds carrion birds; 
sea-leopards; and above all, elephant seals. These fat 
creatures, which sometimes exceeded eighteen feet 
length and could rear nine feet above ground, were 
present tens thousands. This rich source oil 
and fur was what had attracted the sealing-ships 
the late 19th century. 


Fourteen Men best the passages that describe the 
flora and fauna Heard Island, but otherwise not very 
exciting, for Mr. Scholes leaves something desired 
narrator. Careful editing would have improved 
the style, which times woefully pedestrian, and 
would have eliminated some the detail, which 
often more burdensome than enlightening. But Mr. 
Scholes unpretentious disarm further stric- 
tures. Readers interested exploration will find him 
honest and accurate reporter. 


Herzer, 
Department English, 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Chavchavadze, Paul The Mountains Allah 
Doubleday. Jan. 17, 1952. 287p. $3.00. 


Georgia had more princes per square mile than any 
other comparable region; was rich and fertile coun- 
try; was one the last places where the historic 
struggle between East and West, Moslem and Christian, 
continued even into the 19th Century. Its people 
still lived under feudal system; danger from maraud- 
ing Moslem mountaineers was not too distant and sud- 
den tragedy was commonplace. Dipping back into the 
history his ancestors Paul Chavchavadze has taken 
incident this sort and woven into tale 
adventure and romance. 


general Napoleon’s army Zoé Duval’s father 
had been wounded the famous retreat from Moscow 
and had then been nursed back health princely 
family, the Novoselskys. Young but widowed Zoé lived 
with her three aunts Paris. Stifled French con- 
vention, seeing little future for herself Paris and 
seeking adventure, Zoé determined Tiflis 
company with the Tollets, French confectioners who 
had returned from Georgia Paris for visit. There 
she hoped make career modiste partnership 
with Therese Michot. Through the Tollets she met 
Paris the dashing young Captain Alexander (Sasha) 
Novorelsky and fell quickly love with him. 


Arriving Tiflis, Zoé shocked the absence 
Mlle. Michot who had been arrested spy for Tur- 
key, her discovery that Sasha has insane wife 
and the imminence the Crimean War. She 
buoyed up, however, Sasha’s promise obtain 
annulment and lives with the Tollets. The war blocks 
Sasha’s annulment since the Czar will not permit mar- 
riage enemy alien and must into active 
service. Fearing for Zoé’s safety Sasha secures post 
for her governess the family relatives, the 
Prince and Princess Tchavchavadze. 
and his Moslem tribes descend from the nearby 
mountains and araiding, capturing the women, chil- 
dren and servants the Tchavchavadzes who had 
been summering Tsinandali. 
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After cruel treatment the hands fanatic Zoé 
and her companions are received honorably Shamyl 
and are held for ransom with the sole stipulation that 
any attempt communication with their friends will 
negate all negotiations. part the ransom Shamyl 
stipulates the return his son Jemalledin who, 
hostage, had become assimilated European Russia 
and was officer the Russian Army. Negotiations 
were concluded successfully and all but Zoé were ex- 
changed, she being given ally, Daniel Sultan, 
slave his daughter because the last minute 
message had been discovered box candy sent 
her the Tollets. 


All her life Zoé had dreamt periodically beautiful 
and compassionate young man who had assured her 
his protection against all dangers. Now her ultimate 
danger she recognizes her savior Jemalledin who sac- 
rifices his own life and honor that she might escape 
join Sasha. With the death Nicholas 
end the war, and the death Sasha’s wife, there 
further bar their happiness. 


general the book pleasantly readable and suffers 
from only one defect, the implied condonation 
Sasha’s wife’s death the hands his servant 
Pouschka. Otherwise suitable for adult readers. 


Marcel, Gabriel Homo Viator 


Regnery. Feb. 1952. 270p. $3.50. 

Gabriel Marcel’s unique philosophical approach the 
problem man taken total existential concrete 
reality, seems gaining more and more popularity 
outside the Continent. The translations his The 
Philosophy Existence and the two volumes the 
Gifford Lectures given the University Aberdeen 
The Mystery Being Reflection and Mystery, and 
Faith and Reality, have made possible compre- 
hend the very special ontology, whereby the notion 
being implies necessity for transcendence, 
turn, necessarily involves the notion 
philosophy represents Marcel’s Christian attempt 
meet the atheist his own existential ground, 
derive from the premises being and existence not 
the morbid pessimism nothingness but rather 
opening the mind the optimism hope. 


this regard, Homo Viator bears the significant sub- 
Marcel’s answer the uncertainty, the frustrations 
and neuroses our time. “Perhaps stable order can 
only established earth man always remains 
acutely conscious that his condition that travel- 
This the “paradoxical sentence” which Marcel 
himself says should serve the Ariadne’s thread guid- 
ing the reader through the nine labrynthine essays con- 
tained the book together with the two magnificent 
appendices Reiner Maria Rilke witness the 
spiritual. The key which solves the paradox and brings 
the contraries into unity may found the follow- 
ing statement: “Hope only possible the level 
the us, might say the agape, and that does 
not exist the level the solitary 

The introductory essay, “The Ego and Its Relation 


Others”, keeps this notion hope possible 
level the us”, revealing the inadequacy 


Marcel Houghton 


Best 


egoist metaphysics and examining the notion our 
being which concretely cannot divorced from the 
other beings existence with it. This notion heavily 
reinforced the essays “The Mystery the 
Family”, and “The Creative Vow Essence 
hood”. Family relations, like human things 
have their guarantee solidity and consistency only 
when referred some superhuman order. Our transi- 
tory existence takes meaning the light hope 
which referred “to the end the journey 
which all life Thus again the paradox 
stands stark and clear, but its contraries are not posited 
terms conflict but rather terms mutual inter- 
penetration. 


The “Sketch Phenomenology and Metaphysics 
Hope”, binds the preceding notions together with the 
obvious corollaries “Obedience and 
other corollary, but one not obvious, the essay 
“Value and Immortality”. Here, Marcel speaks the 
quality real value (as distinct from pseudo-value 


full vitality pseudo-ideas) which con- 


fers upon life what calls “consecration which de- 
livers the vicissitudes history”. Dabblers and 
daubers are not “dedicated”, they are not “engaged”, 
Value contributes exaltation and exaltation can 
turned into real creative force. Where deep-rooted 
fidelity involved, value becomes indefectible, and 
from here move into the metaphysic immortality. 


“The Dangerous Situation Ethical Values” 
lowed considerations the logical consequences 
pseudo-values operative our 
Being and Nothingness” and “The Refusal Salva- 
tion [which Marcel has elsewhere defined libera- 
tion from and the Exaltation the Man 
Absurdity” provide fine examples this concept 
pseudo-values, especially the second essay which gives 
one the best analyses the work Albert Camus 
that this reviewer, least, has ever seen. The con- 
cluding double Appendix Reiner Maria Rilke’s testi- 
mony the spiritual worth the price the whole 
book. proves himself master analysis 
which adds the penetrating intuitions poetic 
insight. 


all means read Homo Viator, i.e., you have any 
interest the modern mind, Existentialism, 
any phase modern philosophy. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Houghton, Norris 


But 
William Sloane Associates. 


Jan. 10, 1952. $4.00. 

The day after Christmas 1927 not memorable 
one mankind, but was Bretaigne Windust end 
Charles Leatherbee. was that day that they 
and found their enthusiasm for the stage was equal 
intensity. Although they were both still college, 
they saw reason not plan the operation 
Summer theatre realize their own dreams and de- 
sires. The fruition their plans led the formation 
the University Players, some the 
most important talent now the American theatre. 
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The efforts Windust and Leatherbee became reality 
the Summer 1929 when they established com- 
pany Falmouth, Massachusetts. This was actually 
historic enterprise for that time there wasn’t Sum- 
mer theatre every bend the winding road. They 
decided the name because they wanted recruit 
only players and technical personnel who had had some 
sort college education. (In some cases they seemed 
stretch “college” rather broadly.) Their roster in- 
cluded Henry Fonda, Margaret Sullavan, Kent Smith, 
Joshua Logan, Jimmy Stewart, and Myron McCormick, 
among others. All were their twenties and blazing 
with the cometic intensity that only devotee 
Thespis can muster. Fortunately, they were loaded 
with real talent which has emerged with the passing 
years. 


Norris Houghton became associated with them their 
third season, stage manager. has since risen 
position esteem the academic and professional 
theatre; has written other books; has directed 
many productions. But this his best work: has 
raucous, noisy theme success time defeat 
(the heart the Depression); tender and affection- 
ate its romantic recall palmier days. The author 
has undoubtedly colored some the sequences 
make them sound better than they probably were, yet 
what else would one expect someone who works 
intimately with gossamer and gauze. 


The five years during which the group was operative 
encompass the range this book. The days Fal- 
mouth are followed the days Baltimore when the 
Players became professional stock company, having 
tried its hand repertory and flopped. Play play 
the reader taken the hand and sees devotion and 
unselfishness unfolding the great experiment 
realize dream—a dream which succumbed reality 
and was dreamt more. 

Odious though the word be, this story has charm 
and warmth. has tear-evoking hilarity. And will 
probably passed over the reading public. 
That’s too bad! worth far more time than most 
the junk being written today. 


John Coppinger, 

Speech and Dramatic Arts 
Department 

University Maryland, 

College Park, Maryland 


Low, What’s the World Coming To? 
1952. 214p. $3.00. 


The author, outstanding English scientist, with over 
books and inventions his credit (television 
1914, anti-tank, first robot plane, rockets, rocket carry- 
ing airplanes) discusses this book the life the next 
one hundred years. covers the possibilities 
atomic power plants, factories without workers, rockets 
the moon, artificial hearts, electronic weapons, food 
the future and new penal codes. 

Aside from the intriguing possibilities such develop- 
ments purely mechanical level, such situations 
have great sociological significance that they will 
induce social change and bring about new aspects 
human relationships. That the author aware this 


Low 
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clearly seen his discussion sports and leisure, 
food, supplies and crime, punishment and employment. 
Dr. Low envisions the factory the future being 
one where relative handful persons will the 
work now done hundreds. predicts factories 
mass producing every conceivable item with few 
people merely watch the controls. Despite this, 
the author forsees unemployment states these 
factories will operate hours day and thus have 
three shifts. What difficult reconcile, however, 
how three times handful workers will not mean 
less employment available. This social problem 
which will have reckoned with long before 
happens. 


The increase electronic devices will bring with 
more leisure time. Low predicts number changes 
sports and leisure time activities. sees barrier 
boxers wearing electronic clothes which will register 
the position and effect the blows landed; radar for 
baseball games; and short highly mechanized world 
sports and devices. this mechanized world, hunt- 
ing, fishing, etc., will give way other forms. 


Great advances medicine are foreseen, with the 
greatest progress surgery and grafting, especially 
various parts bodies from dead living persons. 


Dr. Low sees famine the future due inverse 
ratio population and food supplies. Rather, feels 
that wider use insecticides and disease control, 
the development improved species and strains 
animals will vastly increase the present rate food 
production, when coupled with increased mechaniza- 
tion farms. addition, synthetic foods, hydroponics 
and synthesis hold great promise. Unlike others who 
view the world population, Low does not feel birth 
control the answer the population question. 


his section crime punishment and morals, Low 
takes the role philosopher and social scientist. 
appears confuse the laws nations and states, 
which are relative, with moral laws, which are abso- 
lute. also lays great stress organic factors 
crime and states that their correction will lessen crime. 
This true but only far the organic factors are 
concerned. The social, psychological, economic factors 
are ignored, that back unicity causation 
which has largely been discarded. also predicts 
changes court procedure which puts the court 
the role therapist and the offender patient. This 
may well come pass, and its appearance would 
welcomed. 


Low stresses the need and value artificial insemi- 
nation means improving the stock. fears 
continued propagation “defective stock” will gradu- 
ally destroy humanity from within. His concepts are 
those Huxley, Cook, al. looks such control 
the species inevitable outgrowth science 
and labels all opposition such moves the tribal 
medicine man dressed twentieth century clothing. 


The world Dr. Low presents both fascinating and 
disturbing. Men and machines, pushbutton living, 
world silence, cleanliness and leisure. But more. 
also world which tradition will suspect, 
religious and moral values ignored, and men reduced 
mere custodians electronic devices. 


240 


The book recommended for those interested pre- 
viewing the material advances shall undoubtedly 
make the near future. also recommended for 
those concerned with the non-material aspects life 
and the predicted changes this sphere. 

John Baldi, 

Acting Chairman, 

Department Social Sciences, 

University Scranton 


Beirne, Francis 
Dutton. Oct. 29, 1951. 400p. $5.00. 

this attractive, informative book, the author attempts 
capture the essence the much loved, much abused 
city the Patapsco, the cause many imprecations 
the part travellers Route they inch their 
way across Fayette St. For them the only balm 
Gilead Miller Brothers’ Restaurant, conveniently 
situated between two bottlenecks. For book this 
kind, the author, perhaps, has leaned bit too heavily 
the material side the life the city and its pros- 
perity. However, this side the city which 
most people are unaware, those the position the 
gentleman from neighboring town who remarked, 
surveyed particularly bleak section Calvert St., 
“Good old Baltimore, down the heels but happy”. 
The native Baltimorean will probably find 
Mr. Beirne’s stories twice told tales, but the book is-not 
written for them. for the benefit those beyond 
the pale, those who not know about Mr. Shriver 
and his unusual bequest, about Mrs. Bauernschmidt 
and her activities, about the Germania Society, cite 
but three among many notable individuals and institu- 
tions. Whether not the adjective “amiable” should 
accorded all Baltimoreans would good subject 
for discussion the natives themselves. Suffice 
say that the adjective descriptive the rather 
Strauss-like tone the city, one which the author has 
grasped this most readable account charming 


city. 

Vincent Hopkins, 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 

Smith, Allen Mister Zip 
Doubleday. Jan. 1952. 252p. $2.75. 
Galahad were come back today wouldn’t 
knight shining armor riding white charger, but 
cowpoke Hopalong suit horse especially 
trained untie knots and face the movie camera with- 
out blinking. But knights have been known 
emulate Galahad and turn into Don Quixote mod- 
erns who emulate Hopalong Cassidy could become 
Mister Zip. And when they the simulated world 
becomes the real well the reel. But never the 
twain shall meet except Mister Zip, the hero the 
book the same name. Mister Zip lives his hero role 
off screen well on. But one else the cellu- 
loid capital does. Take the story from there and you 
have slapstick satire thrown into the false-face morals 
Hollywood. The splash even more enjoyable be- 
cause the hand that does the throwing has practiced 
well Low Man Totem Pole, Lost the Horse 


Bierne Smith Thornton 


The Amiable Baltimoreans 
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Latitudes, Life Putty Knife Factory, and Rhubarb, 
Mighty purty readin’ and writin’ for evening’s enter- 
tainment. 

James Gallagher, 

New York, New York 


* * 


Thornton, Francis 
Alexander Pope: Catholic Poet 
Pellegrini Cudahy. Feb. 1952. 312p. $4.75. 


age like our own, much the poetry which 
refuses “deviate into good know that 
there interest continually being manifested one 
the most sensible all poets. year ago, much 
critical satisfaction was expressed over the appearance 
Peter Quennell’s anthology, The Pope, 
and now Fr. Thorton has provided most satisfactory, 
highly readable modern life the poet. perhaps 
unfortunate, probably limiting the book’s appeal, 
that Fr. Thornton has chosen approach Pope 
terms his faithfulness Catholicism, when 
Catholic was indeed all but heroic, even under the 
best circumstances; the title the book 
even more unfortunate, implying that Pope’s Catholi- 
cism great feature the poetry, that 
writer. 


Indeed, one the rather debatable points about 
Fr. Thornton’s book that leans perhaps too hard 
what is, after all, rather slender support throughout 
the poems, for his thesis about the relative importance 
Pope’s Catholicism. This always the danger when 
one has definite thesis propose and prove—that one 
will read meanings into texts capable quite other 
interpretation, and give praise excess that really 
deserved. So, for instance, say that the final strophes 
Windsor Forest “are colored with the blinding light 
the Apocalypse” probably overpraise. 


some value have study Pope against the 
very real and often very hard regulations Catholic 
life which were the background for his life and work, 
and Fr. Thornton has probably done needed task 
showing, largely direct quotation from Pope’s letters, 
that Pope’s Catholicism was more than nominal, and 
that operated very often his great disadvantage. 
The picture Pope’s something-like-ideal life Twick- 
enham, after had become successful, too often 
taken for the whole truth, and the disadvantages 
scanted which had overcome before that life 
could enjoyed. 


Fr. Thornton discusses some detail each the major 
works, seeing, perhaps, more them prove the 
depth Pope’s Catholicism and spirituality than the 
text gives reason for; this seems particularly true 
The Rape the Lock and the Essay Man. And 
great one must allow the Dunciad be, perhaps 
too much see creative defense the very 
fabric Western culture and civilization, which sees 
man himself, and keeping the traditions, not 
slavery, but freedom from slavery”. (It treating 
this work, the way, that Fr. Thornton exemplifies 
kind writing which too frequently mars book 
this sort, when calls the Dunciad “literary D.D.T.” 
used against the “wasps Grub 
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The thorny problem Pope’s alleged deism, arising 
from teachings discovered—or thought discovered, 
especially the inimical Crousaz—in the Essay 
Man, Fr. Thornton treats adequately, and con- 
vincing proof his own thesis that Pope was not 
deist. (Again, chapter title better taste might 
have been found for this discussion than Case for 
Sherlock Holmes”.) The relation between Boling- 
broke and the writings the Pope this period 
traced satisfactorily, and Fr. Thornton shows also the 
influence Pascal and Fenelon. say, course, 
that makes good case for the acquittal Pope 
the charge deism, not necessarily admit 
that has proved deep and abiding Catholicism 
shining through the Essay Man. 


penultimate chapter, Fr. Thornton draws parallel 
between Pope and Goya limners humanity; 
some extent this happy comparison and justified, 
but Goya surely more robust and deals with aspects 
life unknown Pope. The last chapter, utilizing 


some the devices biography” gives 
account Pope’s death, after had received the Last 
Sacraments, and Bolingbroke’s anger when learned 
how the “crooked little had made his exit. 
Though means definitive biography, this work 
gives fine sketch great man’s life, and can 
highly recommended. 


Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 


Washington 17, 


Carey, Ernestine Gilbreth Jumping Jupiter 
Crowell. Jan. 237p. $3.00. 

You see its working every day every city the coun- 
try, you read its ads, you buy its wares, frequently you 
follow blindly the modes sets for you. But you 
know its methods operation, its principles, the be- 
hind-the-scenes activities which culminate the trans- 
fer you “Bonnie Braids” doll pair huar- 
achas flacon “Nuit Hooey” parfum any- 
one thousand other needless articles which modern 
man insists buying department stores? 
Say rather, duped into buying—for the essence 
today’s retailing practices that demand must 
created. The silly public must lured into game 
follow-the-leader keeping-up-with-the-Vander- 
bilts, reduced rates course. And these prac- 
tices, spawned modern advertising, pragmatism 
the keynote, morality counts for little, success the 
final criterion. All this done feverish tempo 
without regard the essential human needs the 
Participants. 

This what Ernestine Gilbreth Carey tells Jump- 
ing Jupiter when she treats the modern department 
store much the same, though definitely 
strained, fashion The Hucksters did for modern ad- 
vertising. All very breezy way, course, and the 
humorous story which manages convey 
the impressions its author desires. All the action 
centers about young and attractive Kay Linsey, suc- 
cessful toy buyer for Joyce’s, Fifth Avenue emporium 
which prides itself upon setting the pace which other 
stores and the public follow. Working under Bruce 


Carey Herbert 


Peck new vice-president, Kay must justify her former 
success creating toy fads Hopalong Cassidy) 
and consequently booming sales. The idea that 
fad single item will lead large number 
tie-in items and eventually increased business 
throughout the store. The idea set peak beyond 
your previous success, surpass and then repeat the 
process. Kay recognizes her opportunity “Jumping 
sort hobby-goat, which may ridden 
young and old alike. Against Peck’s ignorant op- 
she pushes her idea and its development 
see the working many departments—legal, ad- 
vertising, testing, styling, display, etc., all which com- 
bine place finished article before the customer 
who has been convinced that life without futile. 
With the aid Hank Hughes, manufacturer tem- 
porarily working Joyce’s gain knowledge cus- 
tomer wants, Kay overcomes all difficulties, achieves 
her success and finally leaves the rat-race Hank’s 
wife. 


Reminiscent, style, Cheaper the Dozen and 
Belles Their Toes, Jumping Jupiter readable, 
humorous story which may enjoyed all readers. 


Herbert, Number Nine 
Doubleday. Jan. 24, 1952. 286p. $3.50. 


Sir Alan Patrick Herbert, M.P. from Oxford, versatile 
and prolific author, has finally come with satire 
rival his earlier Holy Deadlock. This time his sub- 
jects are bureaucracy and psychology and their unholy 
mesalliance the selection Civil 


The time 1955; the Russians have been conquered 
and Britannia rides securely with peace and order re- 
turned even tighter little isle. But all not well 
with the 17th Earl Caraway and Stoke, Admiral 
the Fleet Lord Adley whose ancestral home, Hambone 
Hall, has been requisitioned the government and 
turned into for testing Civil and Foreign 

ervice candidates. One the leading psychologists 
(or trick-cyclist the Admiral calls them) the Hall 
Heriot Maple upon whom his Lordship determined 
secure vengeance the unwitting cause elder 
son’s death battle. Likewise the Admiral wants 
re-occupy his older home. 


Lieutenant Viscount Anthony Anchor his Majesty’s 
Navy coming home leave encounters old ship- 
mate Stanley Bass headed for the Hall the 
twenty-one candidates the current intake. When 
Stanley injured motor-car accident enroute, 
Anthony and the Admiral conceive the not original 
strategy replacing Stanley Anthony. The substi- 
tution made and then begins mad round testing, 
romancing and subterfuge which form the body the 
book. the end Maple outwitted, the beaurocrats 
are partially foiled and Hambone 
Hall restored triumphant admiral. 

The book abounds humorous scenes which point the 
finger sarcasm such things word association 
tests, personnel forms, situational testing and dozen 
other items which are becoming dearer the heart 
the psychological beaurocrat. Because the general 
tone vulgarity and suggestiveness which underlies 
many passages the book suitable only for adult 
readers. 
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Baker, Frank Blessed Are They 
Newman. Dec. 12, 1951. 178p. $3.00. 


The author found inspiration for this collection eight 
short stories the Sermon the Mount. His design 
has been transfer the power and beauty the Beati- 
tudes they are the biblical text concrete example 
for the benefit modern readers. 


Each the stories grows from event the experi- 
ence the representative persons created Mr. 
Baker. Conflict stalemate the war between the 
world and the spirit has invariably brought his subjects 
definitive point the course their lives must fol- 
low. This particularly noted Blessed Are Those 
Who Hunger and Thirst for Holiness; They Shall Have 
Their Fill where famous actress discovers the ap- 
parent worldliness her art potential properly 
differentiate for audience between good and evil. 
Or, Blessed Are Those Who Suffer Persecution 
the Cause Right; the Kingdom Heaven Theirs 
where school master and his sister must choose be- 
tween position and respectability and the practice 
Christian charity reclaiming the derelict and indigent. 


some the stories the rewards eternal life seem 
possibly have been shifted too adroitly enjoyment 
the earthly plane. Blessed are The Merciful, for 
example, has small supernatural significance. 


But this group stories does indeed point out the 
essentials necessary practice the Beatitudes. Char- 
acterization well rendered for the author knows his 
human personalities and gives them three dimensional 
proportions.. 


This well written little volume deserves wide distribu- 
tion. The author’s purpose writing has been well 


sustained. 
Rosemary McCormick, 


Toronto, Canada 


Hymes, James L., Jr. Understanding Your Child 
Prentice-Hall. Jan. 21, 1952. 188p. $2.95. 


Here short readable book child development, 
generously illustrated with telling cartoons, which 
should have real appeal and value all parents and 
those concerned with children. 


The author presents four main ideas and builds his 
book around them. These ideas are that the growing 
time needed child can not changed external 
forces; that there plan and order this growth; 
that children want and need balanced diet “giving 
and getting”; and lastly, that there reason and cause 
behind their every action. 


Having set down there basic rules, the author pro- 
ceeds prove his point non-technical, simple and 
direct language. This not book for those interested 
psychoanalytic interpretations child development. 


Best 


There symbolism here, but good analysis chil- 
dren and parents practical, understandable level. 


The author covers great variety material, and 
covers competently. Most his subject matter 
has been developed before but here developed 
with feeling and sensitivity for the child and his feel- 
ing deeply personalized study children rather 
than psychological dissection the animal, child. 


Dr. Hymes discusses the language behavior and 
tion, taking common place behavior responses and in- 
terpreting their meaning. For those who may accus- 
tomed children only what they 
say, placing stereotyped answer such actions, 
the discussion holds much. 
Understanding Your Child should welcome 
tion the library every parent interested better 
knowledge his child and himself parent. Ail 
too frequently the role the parent and his under- 
standing his relationship and responses his child 
are left untouched. Dr. Hymes overcomes this def- 
ciency with the result that has produced very 
worth-while book value and interest all parents 
and other connected with children any way. 

John Baldi, 

Acting Chairman, 

Department Social Sciences, 

University Scranton 


Stebbins, Lucy Poate London Ladies 
Columbia University Press. Feb. 14, 1952. 208p. $3.00. 
While this book subtitled “True Tales the 18th 
Century”, two the “ladies” are definitely figures 
the 19th. All together the ladies are taken from the 
worlds the theatre, literature, and diplomacy. 
vignettes the biographical, dealing not only with the 
protagonist ladies but with their husbands, friends and 
lovers, are presented the form the polished polite 
essay. 

The author admits that the appeal the book will 
only for those who already know Elizabeth Inchbald, 
Martha Ray, the Siddonses, Jane Welsh and the others. 
While the subtitle hints that backgrounds are 
ant, the essays actually deal but with personalities. 
Even one who acquainted with the names the 
characters the essays are rather superficial interest, 
reading like fragments several projected doctoral 
theses. 

truth, then, the audience for London Ladies 
severely limited. Scholars will find the work too 
elementary and casual readers will turned away 
because, the women initially unknown, the lives are 
without genuine public import. For the remaining few, 
the book passing interest. 

Doris Maguire, 
New York, New York 


McGra 


194 
old 
Youth 
Counc 
trade, 
and 
unit. 
was 
Counc 
which 
had 
tion 
was 
surpris 
Nev 
life. 

wor 
tor 
activiti 
nine 
Comm 
been 
was 
treache 
His 
purpos 
not 
its inte 
leaders 
Party. 
Party 
Bost 


Here 
into all 
not 
Politica 
the car 
that 


